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WS 2008 is now only a few months away. We are delighted at the number and enthusiasm of the Scout Troops, Guide Units, Ranger and Explorer Scout Units that have registered to attend. Most have now paid their initial payments and have been allocated to their sub-camps. However, as I write it is still not too late to join this exciting project.
We are fortunate to be holding the camp on the ‘ South of England Show Ground’ at Ardingly. The site provides a safe and  secure yet accessible site. 

The WS 2008 International Camp is, as far as we can ascertain, unique amongst the UK International Camps in that the participants are all from the three Scout and Guide Counties  that make up  West Sussex  and their invited international groups. Unlike other UK camps W.S. entails direct interaction between the local sections and their invited guests. Enquiries have been received from Internationals across the globe and some links are well established. Others are still in the early stages, but across the world people are talking about the WS Project. Our WS International Support team of International Leaders from the Counties are there to provide assistance to those sections that need help in creating, developing and activating those International Links that will create life-long memories and friendships  for the young people attending. 
The theme of the camp is ‘Around the world in eighty days’  and the three sub camps ‘ Shanghai’ , ‘Sydney’ and ‘ San Francisco’ will be set around the main hub based on the ’City of London’  The City will be the centre of information, communication, socialising and entertainment for all the camp participants and leaders.  ‘The City’ houses the main stage on which campers will be able to enjoy the evening entertainment from live bands, discos to films. As the cultural centre it will also be the place to enjoy the International Entertainment and foods provided by the camps guests from around the world. Already one can get a flavour of how this area will buzz from the opening displays to the closing party.
Each Sub camp has a support team, headed by a Scout and Guide sub-camp leader. These key leaders channel their campers through the weeks programme and provide the environment of fun and camaraderie that is the essence of the camp. Their extended team are all the leaders in their sub-camp who are encouraged to provide support to the sub-camp activities, events and challenges.  
A fourth sub-camp, ‘Beijing’ named after the host city for the 2008 Olympics will be the base for the valiant team of activity instructors and leaders. This team is working hard developing the activities that will feature in the four activity days of the programme. Over the next few months this team will grow to provide the many thousand activity sessions required.  Activities are wide ranging covering, sport, culture, entertainment, craft and adventure based on land, air and water.
Midweek of camp the sections are encouraged to invite and host other members from their groups to the camp. The afternoon event, World Carnival, will be geared towards both the camp participants and the Beaver, Rainbow, Cub and Brownie guests. As well as providing a fun afternoon and an introduction to International Scouting & Guiding for younger members the profits from the many stalls will be donated to the Camps selected charity, the Sussex based ‘Chestnut Tree House’ children’s  hospice.
We are so fortunate to have a solid and dedicated team in the background looking after the registrations, administration, site services, security and finance; all resolute to ensure that the dynamics are in place to provide a friendly safe environment for all.
It is a great privilege, and a little daunting, for me to lead this project in 2008 at the start of a new century in Scouting, but I am confident that with the support of Christine and such a fantastic and enthusiastic team of leaders from both Guides and Scouts across the county WS 2008 International Camp will be something very special.
I look forward to seeing you there.

Gwyn Cheesmur – Camp Chief WS2008

